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Play hockey, THEN drink wine...it's 
important to keep the order right.
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Unfiltered
The great combo that is wine and ice hockey, French winemakers 
show their love of rugby, a wine with a good cause and an Italian 
goes old-school in his vineyards

Posted: Wednesday, October 17, 2007

• So how does an NHL franchise keep fans coming back after losing co-
captains Daniel Briere and Chris Drury to Eastern Conference rivals 
during the off-season? In hockey-mad Buffalo, N.Y., the Sabres are 
attempting to ply them with wine. Seeking to distract fans from the 
absence of Briere, last year's All-Star game MVP, and Drury, a former 
NHL rookie of the year (Unfiltered fun fact: Drury was also the winning 
pitcher and MVP for the 1989 Little League World Series champions from 
Trumbull, Conn.), the Buffalo Sabres have signed up Bully Hill Vineyards 
in New York's Finger Lakes region to be the team's 2007-08 official 
winery. Bully Hill has made both a red and a white wine called Hockey 
Nights, each featuring the Buffalo Sabres logo. The wines are available at 
retail stores in the Buffalo and Rochester areas for an average price of $9, 
as well as at HSBC Arena during games. The red is a blend of Chancellor 
and Rougeon grapes and the white is a Cayuga-based blend with Seyval 
Blanc and Vidal Blanc. Unfiltered hasn't tasted the wines, but we were 
excited to hear that Bully Hill is now also the official winery of the New 
York Islanders, with a special wine in the works for that team as well. No 
word yet on official NHL cheeses, but they have to be just around the 
corner.
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