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Toast to a Cause

Socially conscious winemakers give new meaning to drinking responsibly

GRIFFIN ¥ RANCH
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By Janice Kleinschmidt

After losing his wife of 48 years to cancer in 2005, the co-owner of Tulip Hill Winery in Nice turned his anger into action, buying

Napa’s Cleavage Creek wine label as a tool to raise money for cancer research.

“You buy my wine, | contribute 10 per-cent off the top to some type of cutting-edge technology to find a cure, and everyone

benefits,” Budge Brown says.

Released in October, Cleavage Creek’s 2005 vintages include petite syrah, cabernet sauvignon, a cabernet-syrah blend,
chardonnay, and “secret” red and white wines. The labels feature pictures of breast cancer survivors, whose stories are told on the

winery’s Web site: www.cleavagecreek.com.

“If it wasn’t for my wife dying of breast cancer, | wouldn’t be doing this,” Brown says. “In order to make money to donate it, | have to

have a product. ... | don’t have to do this; | have a passion to do it.”

Philanthropic wineries such as Cleavage Creek make it easy not only to feel good drinking wine, but also to feel good about buying

it. Like Brown, their owners have chosen to channel profits into causes that mean something to them personally.
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